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Siphons

WORK ON POORLY-SLOPED FAIRWAYS

rainage siphons at Carolina
Trace Country Club, San-
ford, N.C., have solved a
drainage problem caused
by inadequate slopes on
fairways.

Superintendent Mickey McCord says
the siphons are working better than sump
pumps for drainage.

A 529-yard long hole is elevated only
30 inches above the level of the 350-acre
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lake nearby. During the winter and after
thunderstorms, the fairway remains soggy
and robs golfers of a decent roll.

“There just isn’t enough drop over 250
yards to properly drain the fairways,” says
McCord. “Attempts at conventional sub-
surface drainage had failed.”

McCord'’s predecessor at Carolina Trace
had tried to solve the problem with a sump
pump system on the tee side of the fairway.
McCord had to correct drainage on the

With no dirt work involved in the
greens conversion, Mickey McCord
focused on killing the existing blends

of grasses and starting over.

green side. He consulted with Dennis Hur-
ley of Turf Drainage Company of America,
Marrero, La., who suggested breaking up
the fairway into smaller drain fields.

“Now, instead of one relief point, we
have six for the same area and the subsur-
face drain pipes have enough slope to do
their jobs properly,” says McCord.

The six drainage basins are arranged in
an “H” shape. Key to the system is the
patented one-foot-diameter basins with
grates to remove surface water. The walls
of the basins are porous, to allow subsur-
face drainage for the soil profile. A network
of “walffle drains” supplied by Turf
Drainage extends from each basin.

McCord's staff was able to cut runs from
200 yards to 40 yards, maintaining a better
slope. He explains that the basins are con-
nected by polyethylene pipe that ends in a
relief cylinder in the lake. A valve connects
the irrigation system to the pipe. The suc-
cess of the system hinges on the fact that
other than the initial priming, this valve re-
mains closed.

“The pipe from the basins doesn't have
to be sloped as long as the relief point is
below the collection points, water will






